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	To:
	Grant Applicants to the Disability Rights Fund

	From:
	Disability Rights Fund

	Re:
	Political Activity and Lobbying


The Disability Rights Fund (“DRF”) recommends funding to organizations that regularly engage in various forms of policy research and monitoring, public education and awareness-raising campaigns, and advocacy on a range of disability rights issues.  This type of activity can be highly effective in advancing the rights of persons with disabilities and public discourse about a range of important concerns – at local, regional, national, and international levels.   

The purpose of this memo is to state clearly to grant applicants DRF’s position on the use of DRF-recommended funding for political activity. 

I.
Political Activity
According to US law “Political Activity” refers to: a) the attempt to influence legislation (lobbying) and b) efforts to support the outcome of any specific election for candidates to public office, or to carry on, directly or indirectly, a voter registration drive.
This is relevant, because under US law, organizations with 501(c)(3) public charity status, like DRF, may support “Political Activity” only in a very limited capacity. Because of these and other restrictions, grant funds recommended by DRF may not be used to engage in political activity, including an “attempt to influence legislation” [lobbying]. 
Instead, if an application includes activities that attempt to influence legislation, as defined by US law, the application will be forwarded to our sister organization, the Disability Rights Advocacy Fund (“DRAF”), which has the legal status to consider and support lobbying activities. 
Note that a number of our grantees engage in activities or efforts to influence administrative decisions or regulatory frameworks. Examples include projects that advocate for regulations to be drafted towards implementation of existing legislation or projects that monitor implementation of regulations. These activities are not considered lobbying.
Note that neither DRF nor DRAF funds may be used to support the outcome of any specific election for candidates to public office, or to carry on, directly or indirectly, a voter registration drive.

II.
Lobbying

A.
DRAF’s Policy on Lobbying

Through DRAF, applicants may receive financial support to pursue projects that attempt to influence legislation. If selected to receive funding, the grant recipient would receive a grant agreement with related terms and conditions from DRAF and not from DRF. 
Again, DRF funds may not be used for this purpose and grant recipients are explicitly prohibited from using DRF funds for this purpose. 
B.
Definition of Lobbying

For these purposes, “lobbying” means attempts to influence “legislation,” in any country.  

“Legislation” includes:

1. Both legislation that has already been introduced in a legislative body (and is pending), as well as a specific legislative proposal (for example, “there should be a law that requires all state buildings to be wheelchair accessible”) that an organization either supports or opposes; 
2. Referenda, ballot initiatives, constitutional amendments, or similar items that are voted upon by members of the public (who are considered legislators in this context); and
3. Any item to be voted on by any legislative body at any level of government. For example, bills, resolutions, and confirmations of judicial or other nominees.

“Lobbying” includes: 

1. Communications with legislators: Any communication with a member or a staff person of a legislative body or any other government official or employee who may participate in the formulation of legislation that:

a) Refers to legislation; and

b) Reflects a view on the legislation.

2.
Communications with the public: Any communication that is addressed to the public or any part of the general public that:

a) Refers to legislation;

b) Reflects a view on the legislation; and 

c) Directly or indirectly encourages recipients of the communication to take action regarding the legislation (a “call to action”).
3.    Amending existing laws.
A communication includes a “call to action” if it:

1. States that the recipient should contact a legislator or an employee of a legislative body, or should contact any other government official or employee who may participate in the formulation of legislation (but only if the principal purpose of urging contact with the government official or employee is to influence legislation);
2.
States the address, telephone number, email address, or similar information of a legislator or an employee of a legislative body;

3.
Provides a petition, tear-off postcard, or similar material for the recipient to communicate with a legislator or an employee of a legislative body, or with any other government official or employee who may participate in the formulation of legislation (but only if the principal purpose of so facilitating contact with the government official or employee is to influence legislation); or

4.
Merely identifies one or more legislators who will vote on the legislation as:

a) Opposing the communication’s view on the legislation;

b) Being undecided about the legislation;

c) Representing the recipient in the legislature; or

d) Being a member of the legislative committee that will consider the legislation.

C.
Activities that Are Not Lobbying Activities

“Lobbying” does not include the following activities:

1. 
Attempting to influence the decisions of executive, administrative, or regulatory rulemaking bodies that enforce or apply an existing law; 
2.
Attempting to influence the decisions of judicial tribunals (courts);
3.
Communications to educate the public and to mobilize the public to respond to a particular social problem, unless the communications include a call to action regarding legislation, as discussed above;
4.
Conducting nonpartisan analysis, study, or research, and making the results available to the general public or to governmental bodies, officials, or employees;

5. 
Providing technical advice or assistance to a governmental body in response to a written request of that body (even if the advice would otherwise constitute lobbying); and

6. 
Appearing before, or communicating with, any legislative body regarding a possible decision of the body which might affect your organization’s existence, its powers and duties, tax-exempt status, or the deduction of contributions to the organization. 
7.       Activities around the Sustainable Development Goals usually affect development planning, programs, and budgets, which are not usually regulated by law.
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