DRF/DRAF Guidance for Grantees: COVID-Safe Activities

COVID-19 continues to spread and pose a significant risk to the community. We ask that you consider the risks of activities and prioritize the health, safety and protection of staff, stakeholders, and the community. To minimize the risk of COVID-19 transmission until vaccination rates reach critical mass, DRF and DRAF strongly encourage grantees to shift any planned in-person activities to later in the grant period, and/or to consider adopting methods that don’t require in-person interaction, where possible to do so inclusively. 

Until further notice, grantees may also use DRF/DRAF funding for approved in-person activities, as long as they are permitted by local law, do not involve travel outside your country, and are carried out in a COVID-Safe way in compliance with WHO recommendations (e.g., individuals remain at least 6 feet/1.5 meters apart, wear masks properly, maintain hygiene, do not share objects, etc). 

COVID-Safe Planning
We recognize that COVID-19 conditions and governmental restrictions on in-person gatherings vary across DRF and DRAF target countries. COVID-19 Safety Plans help organizations mitigate risks to their staff, families, and communities in the course of in-person activities. We ask that grantees prepare a COVID-19 Safety Plan for any DRF/DRAF-funded in-person activity that meets the criteria for Risk Level 3 below:

· Level 1 – Low risk: Activities that do not involve in-person interaction. This category may include activities such as convening a conference call with representatives from the Ministry of Health to advocate for inclusive vaccine distribution, hosting an online press conference to advocate for implementation of the government’s GDS18 commitments in advance of GDS22, or holding a virtual board meeting to validate a new organizational policy. Level 1 activities do not require COVID-19 mitigation measures, and conducting activities remotely where possible may free up budget for grantees to support other priorities (which can be submitted for approval through the project change request process).

· Level 2 – Medium risk: In-person activities involving 10 people or less, who live in the same locality (e.g., from the same village, city, or district). This category may include activities such as staff resuming work in the organization’s office, or an outdoor meeting for a small group of local OPDs to discuss joint advocacy. Until further notice, Level 2 activities approved in your DRF/DRAF grant do not require submission of a COVID Safety Plan. However, all DRF/DRAF-funded activities in this category must adhere to relevant governmental regulations and WHO recommendations. 

· Level 3 – High risk: Gatherings of more than 10 people, or smaller groups of people who DO NOT live in the same locality (e.g., from different districts, regions, or islands). This category may include activities such as an in-person Annual General Meeting of 30 people, an in-person safeguarding workshop for five regional branch chairpersons, or a training in a rural village facilitated by an urban CRPD expert. To use DRF/DRAF funding for any Level 3 activities, grantees must submit a COVID Safety Plan, adhere to governmental regulations and WHO recommendations, and provide both in-person and virtual participation options to respect the choice, will and preference of individuals during this global pandemic. 

Sources – This guidance and template have been developed with reference to the following resources:
· World Health Organization (WHO): https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/advice-for-public
· CDC: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/large-events/considerations-for-events-gatherings.html and https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/community/COVID19-events-gatherings-readiness-and-planning-tool.pdf
· New South Wales Government, Australia: https://www.nsw.gov.au/form/covid-safety-plan/community-centres-and-halls

Other useful resources:
· DRF/DRAF COVID-19 page: https://disabilityrightsfund.org/covid-19-disability-resources/ 
· The International Social Tourism Organisation (ISTO) has developed guidance for welcoming people with diverse disabilities during a health crisis - includes various actions that can be implemented during an in-person activity at a public venue.
